[11:13 A] R. Jonah said in the name of R. Abba, “It is written, ‘For ask now 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[E] 


[F] 


about the former days which were before you’ (Deut. 4:32). One might 
conclude that [one may inquire what happened] before the Work of 
Creation. [But] Scripture says: ‘Since the day when God created man 
upon the earth’ (Deut. 4:32). 


“May one suppose that this means from the sixth day [of Creation] 
onward? 


“Scripture says, ‘First.’ After Scripture includes [by referring to 
“former days’’] it excludes [by referring to “the day”]. So we learn 
[that one may inquire] from the sixth day. Just as the sixth day is 
specially designated, being one of the six days of creation — so you 
may include [in your exposition] only that which like the sixth day [is 
specially designated, i.e., the Six Days of Creation] 


“May one [seek] to know what is above the heaven or below the 
abyss? 


“Scripture says, ‘And from one end of the heaven to the other’ (Deut. 
4:32). If you are investigating [what happened] before the world was 
created, keep it to yourself [lit., your heart contemplates]. If you go on 
[to investigate what happened] after the world was created, then your 
voice may go from one end of the world to the other.” 


Bar Qappara taught [that one may investigate] from the [First] Day 
[of Creation onward]. 


[G] R. Judah bar Pazzi agrees with Bar Qappara. 
[H] R. Hiyya agrees with R. [Ab]ba. 


[11:14 A] R. Jonah said in the name of R. Levi, “The world was created by the 


[B] 


[C] 


letter B.” As B [in Hebrew] is closed on all sides except one, so you 
have no right to investigate what is above, what below, what went 
before or shall happen afterward, only what has happened since the 
world [and its inhabitants were created]. 


“If the letter B was asked, ‘Who created you?’ it would point with its 
upper stroke and say, ‘He above.’ 


“(If asked,] “What is his name?’ it would point with its lower 
projection to the right [toward the letter aleph] and say, ‘YHWH is his 
name, ADON is his name.’” 


[D] Another interpretation: Why [was the world created] by the letter 
B? Because it is in the word “blessing.” 


